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INVESTING IN OREGON'S FUTURE




PRESS RELEASE
CONTACT: 
February  22, 2007  

Gale Castillo (503) 807- 0101
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN VELASQUEZ  

TO ADDRESS HISPANIC CHAMBER 
PORTLAND, OR.  The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber) will hold its Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration Dinner on September 13, 2007, at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland. The Hispanic Chamber announced today that the keynote speaker at this event will be Congresswoman Nydia M. Velasquez of New York, the Chair of the House Small Business Committee. .   

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velázquez has made history several times during her tenure in Congress. In 1992, she was the first Puerto Rican woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In February of 1998, she was named Ranking Democratic Member of the House Small Business Committee, making her the first Hispanic woman to serve as Ranking Member of a full committee in the history of the House. Most recently, in 2007, she was named Chairwoman of the House Small Business Committee, making her the first Latina to ever chair a full congressional committee. 

Velázquez was born in Yabucoa, Puerto Rico, a small town of sugar cane fields, in 1953, and was one of nine children. Velázquez started school early, skipped several grades, and became the first person in her family to receive a college diploma. At the age of 16, she entered the University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras. She graduated magna cum laude in 1974 with a degree in political science. After earning a master's on scholarship from N.Y.U., Congresswoman Velázquez taught Puerto Rican studies at C.U.N.Y's Hunter College in 1981.

In 1983, Velázquez was appointed Special Assistant to Congressman Edolphus Towns (D-Brooklyn). One year later, she became the first Latina appointed to serve on the New York City Council.

By 1986, Velázquez served as the Director of the Department of Puerto Rican Community Affairs in the U.S. 
In 1992, she was elected to the House of Representatives to represent New York's 12th District. Her district, which encompasses parts of Brooklyn, Queens and the Lower East Side of Manhattan is the only tri-borough district in the New York City congressional delegation. Encompassing many diverse neighborhoods, it is home to a large Latino population, with pockets of Polish communities, and parts of two Chinatowns. 

As the Chairwoman for the House Small Business Committee, which oversees federal programs and contracts totaling $200 billion annually, Congresswoman Velázquez has been a vocal advocate of American small business and entrepreneurship. She has established numerous small business legislative priorities, encompassing the areas of tax regulations, access to capital, federal contracting opportunities, trade, technology, health care and pension reform, among others. Congresswoman Velázquez was recently named as the inaugural "Woman of the Year" by Hispanic Business Magazine in recognition of her national influence in both the political and business sectors and for her longtime support of minority enterprise. 
The Hispanic Chamber’s Annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration Dinner will be held Thursday, September 13, 2007 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at the Oregon Convention Center, 777 NE Martin Luther King Blvd., Portland, Oregon. Systems, and US Bank. The public is welcome to attend this event. The cost for attending is $100.00 for members and $120.00 for non-members. Corporate tables are available for $1,000.00 each, which includes listing in the evening program. Corporate sponsorships are available. 
Proceeds from this event benefit the Hispanic Chamber programs which include: technical assistance to small Latino-owned businesses, a construction workforce development program, annual trade show, a scholarship program, and a year long leadership development program.    

An RSVP is required as space is limited.  Interested persons can call 503-222-0280, or e-mailing: alarsen@hmccoregon.com or fax to: 503-243-5597
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