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HISPANIC CHAMBER ESTABLISHES 

LONG-TERM SCHOLARSHIP FUND     

PORTLAND, OR.  The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber) will announce the establishment of the Oregon Latino Scholarship Fund on Tuesday, January 30 at 10:00 a.m. in the Portland Marriott Waterfront Hotel, in the Meadowlark Room, 3rd floor.   A result of support from The Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) and the Meyer Memorial Trust, this endowment fund will provide a long-term source of college scholarships for Latino students. Based on research showing that family income is a major obstacle for Latino students in completing college, the Hispanic Chamber has conducted an annual scholarship fundraising drive since 1994. As a result, almost $700,000 in scholarships has been raised and awarded to Latino students throughout Oregon. The Oregon Latino Scholarship Fund marks the first time that two of Oregon’s largest foundations have partnered with a Hispanic Chamber to support scholarships for Latino students.    

Through OCF, three private donors ​–​​ George Puentes, William Swindells and Joe Weston have each committed $100,000 to establish the endowment fund. The Meyer Memorial Trust has pledged another $250,000 in matching funds for future donations, and the Hispanic Chamber is donating $60,000 from its members. The total pledged amount is $610,000, with an ultimate goal of establishing a $1 million fund in the next six months and to eventually grow the fund to at least $5 million. 

Gale Castillo, Executive Director of the Hispanic Chamber stated, “We are very excited about this endowment fund because it will continue the important work of the Hispanic Chamber on a permanent basis. This will help Latino students, but it will also provide Oregon businesses with the educated workers that they need.”

Greg Chaillé, president of OCF stated, “OCF has been impressed with the commitment and energy of the Hispanic Chamber and its members. Each year, Chamber members have supported Latino students and we felt it was important to sustain this effort on a long-term basis given the growth of the population and the economic need of the students.”

Doug Stamm of the Meyer Memorial Fund agreed, stating that, “The Hispanic Chamber has really been unique in its philanthropic leadership to support Latino students. We are very pleased to support this exceptional effort.”

The creation of the Oregon Latino Scholarship Fund represents the support of the community and backing of businesses to encourage Latino students in Oregon. To meet the $1 million goal and continue making great strides in supporting higher education aspirations for Latino students, the Hispanic Chamber, OCF, Meyer Memorial Trust and initial donors are encouraging the public to get involved and make a difference in the community and future of Oregon.

Funds raised through the Oregon Latino Scholarship Fund at OCF will be awarded to students through the Hispanic Chamber’s scholarship application process. Latino students interested in applying for scholarships can access the scholarship application at: www.hmccoregon.com.    

Potential donors interested in contributing to the Oregon Latino Scholarship Fund can call OCF at 503-227-6846 or e-mail: giftplanning@ocf1.org.
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