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INVESTING IN OREGON'S FUTURE




PRESS RELEASE 
CONTACT: 
August 16, 2007  

Gale Castillo (503) 807- 0101
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HISPANIC HERITAGE CELEBRATION DINNER      

PORTLAND, OR.  The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber) will hold the annual Hispanic Heritage Celebration Dinner to recognize the many contributions that Latinos have made to the United States.  The keynote speakers at this event will be: Congresswoman Nydia M. Velázquez, New York and Oscar Suris, Director, North American Communications, Ford Motor Company.

Congresswoman Nydia M. Velázquez has made history several times during her tenure in Congress. In 1992, she was the first Puerto Rican woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives. In February of 1998, she was named Ranking Democratic Member of the House Small Business Committee, making her the first Hispanic woman to serve as a Ranking Member of a full committee in the history of the House. Most recently, in 2006, she was named Chairwoman of the House Small Business Committee, making her the first Latina to ever chair a full congressional committee.  

Oscar Suris is the Director of North American Communications, for Ford Motor Company, one of the world’s leading auto makers. Mr. Suris’ team oversees the product launch and brand-related public relations activities for Ford, Lincoln and Mercury in North America, and is responsible for regional teams based in California, Texas, Mexico and South America.  
Latinos are now the largest and fastest growing minority group in the U.S. with over 44.3 million people or 15% of the U.S. population. This estimate does not include the 3.9 million residents of Puerto Rico. Nationally, Latinos represent $600 Billion in purchasing power.  
In Oregon, there are over 383,925 Latinos that represent 11% of the state’s population.  Between 1990 and 2000, the number of Hispanics in the state grew by 144%. Between 2000 and 2002, the Latino population grew by 12.4%, one of the top ten fastest growing populations in the nation. Oregon Latinos represent $5 Billion in buying power. 

Each year, in celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month, the Hispanic Chamber conducts a Hispanic Heritage Celebration Dinner.   

The event will be held Thursday, September 13, 2007 from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. at the Oregon Convention Center in Portland, Oregon. Corporate sponsors of this event are: Nike, Inc., Portland Development Commission, Providence Health Systems, and US Bank.   

The public is welcome to attend this event. The cost for attending is $100.00 for members and $120.00 for non-members. Corporate tables are available for $1,200.00 each, which includes listing in the evening program.

An RSVP is required as space is limited.  Interested persons can RSVP by calling 503-222-0280, or e-mailing to: alarsen@hmccoregon.com or by faxing to: 503-243-5597
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