
Aloha High School student wins Vigil-Agrimis, Inc. scholarship/internship through Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber

PORTLAND, OR 8/7/07 - Vigil-Agrimis, Inc. would like to congratulate Juan Cervantes, winner of the company’s Annual Engineering and Environmental Science Scholarship for first-year Hispanic college students.

“We have found that people of Hispanic ancestry are under-represented in the fields of engineering, math and science,” says firm President Ken Vigil, PE. “We would like to provide financial assistance and mentorship to help these young people achieve their goals, to succeed in college and become working professionals.”

Cervantes, who graduated from Aloha High School in June, will be studying applied mathematics at Lewis & Clark College this fall. He carries a 3.9 cumulative GPA and volunteers as a math tutor.

“My dream is to become a bilingual mathematics teacher,” Cervantes says. “I do not want other bright students to be limited by the language they speak, so I will help those students that aspire for more to reach their dreams.”

In addition to a $1,000 cash award, Cervantes is serving a summer internship with VAI. “When I met Ken at the office and he wasn’t in a suit and tie, I knew this was going to be a different kind of work place,” he says. 

The biggest surprise for Cervantes was finding out how much he enjoys field survey work. Highlights have included a jaunt around Clark County to evaluate bridge scour, and a long day out at Metro’s Cooper Mountain Nature Park site. “I got stung on the lip by a bee, but also found out I wasn’t allergic to poison oak,” he says. “So far, it’s been a great summer.”

Past winners of the scholarship, awarded through the Portland Hispanic Chamber of Commerce as part of their annual “Investing in Oregon’s Future” campaign, include Edgar Rodriguez (2006), a Tigard High School student pursuing an engineering degree and Dimas Alfaro (2005), an engineering student from Hillsboro High School.

For additional information about Vigil-Agrimis, Inc., contact Marketing Coordinator Katie Taylor at 503-274-2010, or visit www.vigil-agrimis.com.

ABOUT VIGIL-AGRIMIS, INC. - Vigil-Agrimis, Inc., is proud to be known as a company of “green” engineers, landscape architects, and environmental scientists. We complete designs that are both sensitive to the environment and sustainable. We work with our clients to implement this approach and philosophy in cost-effective ways.

