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HISPANIC CHAMBER ACCEPTS 
 LEADERSHIP PROGRAM APPLICATIONS         

PORTLAND, OR.  The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber) announced the opening of applications for the year long Latino Leadership Program.   This will be the third Leadership Class conducted by the Hispanic Chamber. The purpose of the program is to: identify Latino leaders in the public and private sector, develop their leadership and management skills, create opportunities for them to interact with other community leaders, create a network of resources for Latino leaders,  and develop a pool of Latino candidates from the public and private sector for effective leadership and service on public and private policy-making bodies.  

Each year, a class of up to 20 selected individuals participates in a 12 month Latino  Leadership class. The program enhances the leadership and management skills of  Latino leaders to position them to continue their advancement in their employment while also promoting community leadership through volunteerism on public boards and commissions.  Gale Castillo, the President of the Hispanic Chamber said, “Given the aging workforce in the U.S. and the number of Latinos entering our workforce in Oregon and throughout our nation, it is imperative that we provide Latinos with the proper training and support for them to assume leadership roles in the public and private sector”.  
Any Latino who supports the mission of the Hispanic Chamber can apply. Past scholarship recipients of the Hispanic Chamber Scholarships are encouraged to apply. 

Participants must complete a formal program application and provide a current resume. Participants are selected on their own merits. A Selection Committee comprised of Hispanic Chamber Board members recommends the individuals chosen to participate in the annual program. 

The cost per participant is $2,500.00, although a few scholarship are available. 

Background: 

According to the U. S. Census, between 1990 to 2006, the number of Latinos in the U.S. has increased by over 98%.  In Oregon, the number of Latinos has increased by over 236%, representing over 12% of Oregon’s population.

Although the population is increasing, the percent of Latinos that earned over $35,000.00 or more was 26.3% vs. 53.8% for non-Hispanic Whites.  The percentage of Latinos in managerial or professional occupations is 14.2% vs. 35.1 % for non-Hispanic Whites. 

This program provides specific leadership and management skills that assist Latinos to move up in a public or private organization and therefore contribute to their income potential.   

The topics to be presented in the program include: 
-
Identification of Your Personal Style
-
Leadership Styles
-
How to be a Person of Influence  

-
The Role of Government and Public Policy 

-
Economic Overview 

-
The Role of Business and Economic Development 

-
International Trade

-
The Importance of Community Service

-
Presentation Skills    

-
Communication Skills

-
Ethics in Decision-making  
-
Changing Demographics
-
Strategic Planning
-
Financial Management  

-
Management Skills

-
What is Upper Management Looking For?

The program schedule is:
March 1, ’08

Announce Program- Invite Applications

May 31, ’08

Application Process Closes 

July 30, ’08 

Selection of Participants Completed 

Aug. 15, ’08 

Applicants Notified and Confirm Their Participation 

Sept. 11, ’08

Announcements of Participants

Oct. 9, ’08

Opening Reception for Participants

Nov. 1, ’08

1st Class conducted

Dec. 12, ’08 

2nd Class conducted 

Jan. – Aug. ’09 
One Class per month

Sept. 
‘09

Graduation Reception 

Presenters include: faculty from Oregon State University, Portland State University, University of Oregon; Willamette University, city, county and state elected officials, executive mangers and CEO’s in the public and private sector. 

Applicants can go to www.hmccoregon.com and obtain an application. All completed applications must be post marked by March 31, ’08 and sent to: 

Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber, PO Box 1837, Portland, Oregon 97207.
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