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HISPANIC CHAMBER 
ADDS SCHOLARSHIP COORDINATOR
PORTLAND, OR.  The Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber (Hispanic Chamber), a local chapter of the US Hispanic Chamber, has hired a Scholarship Coordinator, Jerardo Marquez. Marquez will be responsible for implementing the Hispanic Chamber’s Scholarship program. Marquez will also be establishing a Scholarship Alumni Group to work with the Hispanic Chamber. Since 1996, the Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber has awarded over $708,000 in scholarship funds to 303 Latino students throughout Oregon and Vancouver.    

Gale Castillo, the President of the Hispanic Chamber, said ” We are very proud to add a full time professional that will be working with our board, our staff and members of community to increase educational opportunities for Latino students”.

Marquez is a graduate of Portland State University, in Communications and Business. He worked recently with New Seasons Market. Previous, Marquez worked with Roosevelt High School’s s “Step Up Program” and Mt. Hood Community College’s Oregon Leadership Institute.   
Background: 

The mission of the Hispanic Chamber is to work with all members of the community to increase the economic advancement of Hispanic businesses in Oregon and Washington. As a result, the Hispanic Chamber provides a variety of programs and services that include: technical assistance to Latino businesses, an annual trade show, higher education scholarships and a year long leadership development program. 

According to the 2000 U. S. Census, Latinos are now the largest minority group in the U.S. with over 38.8 million people or 13% of the U.S. population. Between 1990 to 2006, the number of Latinos in the U.S. has increased by over 98%.  In Oregon, the number of Latinos has increased by over 236%, representing over 12% of Oregon’s population.

In 2002, there were 1.6 million Hispanic-owned firms in the U.S., a 31% increase since 1997,  that generated over $226.5  Billion in sales, an increase of  22% since 1997. (U.S. Census).  In Oregon, in 2002, there were over 6,399 Hispanic-owned firms.
Latinos represent a purchasing power that is expected to exceed $1 Trillion dollars in  2008.  Latinos are now the fastest and largest ethnic minority nationally and in the State of Oregon. 

As the Latino population increases in Oregon, education remains a key issue.

Nationally and locally, Latinos have the highest drop out rate. In Oregon, 13% of Latino students leave high school compared to 6.3% for all Oregonians.

The percentage of Latino students attending college is less than the general population (20% for Hispanics vs. 37% for the general population).  An article in the Chronicle of Higher Education identifies family income as a major obstacle to Hispanic college success. Today, one of every four new workers entering the labor force is Hispanic.

More information about the Hispanic Chamber is available at: www.hmccoregon.com.
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